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with the conception of antichrist as a pseudo-Messiah or -prophet, 
rising within the Jewish people, is the conception of him as a foreign, 
hostile, political power, and this latter is, really, the one presented in 
the Beast rising from the Sea of Rev. 13 : 1-10 [Nero redivivus, typifying 
the Roman empire). As far as the New Testament is concerned, there 
is no example, except in the Johannine epistles, of the Antichrist's 
being interpreted as the collective body of antinomistic Gnostics 
who have gone forth from the bosom of the church. In spite of the 
exception, however, which must be taken to Friedlander's treatment of 
the Antichrist legend, this part of the book, too, possesses unquestion- 
able merit, in view of the copious material it contains. 

Moses Buttenwieser. 
Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati, O. 

A Historic View of the New Testament. The Jowett 
Lectures Delivered at the Passmore Edwards Settlement 
in London, 1901. By Percy Gardner, Litt.D. London: 
Adam & Charles Black, 1901. Pp. xii+274. 6s. 

The student who is acquainted with Professor Gardner's Exploratio 
Evangelica will find in these lectures little that is new. They are in 
large part a restatement in briefer and more popular form of con- 
clusions reached in the earlier work, with a general elucidation of the 
historic method and its application to the study of Christian origins. 
Though somewhat slight and fragmentary, the book is interesting and 
suggestive like all Professor Gardner's work, and is admirably fitted to 
do good in dissolving prejudice against modern biblical criticism as 
well as in preparing the way for a better understanding of primitive 
Christian history. 

An introductory chapter on "Historic Methods and Christian 
Documents " is followed by another on " Revelation and its Embodi- 
ments," in which the religious bearing of modern psychological 
research is discussed and emphasis is laid upon the relativity of revel- 
ation and the necessity of studying Christian doctrine historically, if 
we would understand and estimate it aright. 

After thus indicating his method and point of view, the author 
deals in the third lecture with the historic founder of Christianity. It 
is recognized that the materials for a biography of Jesus do not exist, 
but it is justly claimed that we can recover from the synoptic gospels 
the leading features of his teaching. The essence of it Professor 
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Gardner finds in the doing of God's will in the life of the individual 
and of the world, and he emphasizes the fact that all Christ's teaching 
had a religious basis, the second commandment to love one's neighbor 
being simply a corollary of the command to love God. The chief 
defect in this summary of Jesus' teaching is the failure to give due 
weight to his gospel of the gracious fatherhood of God leading to 
complete victory over the world and freedom from all fear. It was 
because this gospel was not fully understood and appreciated by 
Jesus' followers that the Christian church went into Catholicism ; and 
no interpretation of the Master's message can be regarded as adequate 
which fails to put this element of it in the very forefront. The author 
also maintains in this lecture that we have not sufficient evidence upon 
which to base a doctrine of Christ's person, the views of the sacred 
writers being simply the outgrowth of religious experience and without 
historical validity. 

The fourth lecture, on " The Messiah of the Synoptists," discusses 
the purpose of the synoptic gospels and the point of view from which 
they were written, and shows that they were the fruit of controversy 
and primarily apologetic, not historical, in character. 

The fifth lecture, on "The Synoptists and Miracles," is a frank 
and fearless discussion of the miraculous element in the gospels, and 
in the recorded life of Jesus. A sharp distinction is drawn between 
wonderful cures and miracles proper. That Jesus wrought wonderful 
cures by faith-healing, similar to those wrought in our own day, the 
author thinks there can be no doubt, but the miracles proper must be 
pronounced insufficiently established and the reports of them due either 
to misunderstanding or to the natural desire to invest the founder of 
the new faith with a supernatural character. The virgin birth and the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus are also discussed, and the conclusion is 
reached that neither the one nor the other is established by the evi- 
dence. 

The sixth lecture, on " The Logos Doctrine of the Fourth Evan- 
gelist," is chiefly devoted to the origin and purpose of the fourth gospel, 
the position being taken that while the gospel contains many accurate 
traditions, it is in the main a philosophical idealization of the life and 
teaching of Jesus, and belongs not to the first but to the second gen- 
eration of Christians. 

The seventh lecture, on " The Christianity of St. Paul," though 
interesting, and in some respects illuminating, is perhaps the least 
satisfactory portion of the book, for it fails to get at the heart of the 
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apostle's Christianity and does scant justice to his religious dualism and 
to his profound mysticism. 

The concluding lecture, after a brief re'sume' of the points made in 
the preceding lectures, sketches briefly the theological tendencies of the 
present day and suggests the kind of expression the spirit of Christian- 
ity is likely to take in the immediate future. The subject is toa 
large to be handled satisfactorily in part of a closing lecture, and the 
value of the book is not particularly enhanced by the attempt. It 
may be worth while, however, to quote the three suggestive proposi- 
tions in which the author embodies his prophecy: 

First: Belief in the continuity and inspiration of history must needs clear 
and exalt our views of the history of the Christian church, which must be 
taken as a whole. Second: Proper appreciation of the function of the will 
in active and religious life must have a direct effect on doctrine. Third: The 
growing habit of regarding society as an organism rather than a mere con- 
geries of individuals must tend to revive the Founder's teaching as to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

A. C. McGiffert. 

Union Theological Seminary, 
New York. 



The Life of Christ. By William J. Dawson. Philadelphia:: 
Geo. W. Jacobs & Co. Pp. ix+452. 

This is a popular narrative and expository life of Christ by a London 
preacher. The style is clear and attractive, sometimes beautiful and 
strong. It is, however, marred by a tendency to a Farraresque rheto- 
rical extravagance. A recent trip to Palestine and a lively historical 
imagination combine to produce vivid sketches of scenes, characters, 
and situations. There are many valuable suggestions concerning the 
connection of passages, motives of the personages, and the psychology 
of events. See an excellent chapter on the first cleansing of the temple 
This virtue, however, sometimes runs into the vice of unwarranted and 
almost absurd conjecture in the face of all the data, of which the worst 
instance is a fantastic chapter on the temptation. We cannot help 
feeling that the author's analysis of the great crises lacks in real 
depth. 

The book shows a knowledge of recent criticism of the gospels, and 
is quite open-minded in its treatment of it. It handles the question of 
sources suggestively, though somewhat inadequately, and concludes 
that "the gospels do succeed in giving us a portrait of Jesus .... 



